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Rc.n.:gh B.lazmg Star (]\’Jatwe) Goldenrod (Native Hoary Vervain (Native) Purple Prairie Clover (Native) Spiderwort (Native)

fThIS I‘Tt?reStltr'l'gf D|atﬂt grows to 5’ and flowers Bloqms from JL:||y'tI|| frost; ranges up to 8’ tall, Flowers range from purple to blue to rose and appear from A clump of Purple Prairie Clover contrasts with the yellow  This slender low growing perennial adds splashes of blue/
rom July until frost. but is usually 3'-4". late June to September; usually 1°-2" tall, but can grow to blooms of the Grayhead Coneflower. Blooms June to  purple color to the right of way from June to September.

3 September.

Compass Plant (Native)

Tall perennial with large vertical flat leaves with their
edges oriented north and south; yellow flowers occur
from July to September; 4°-8".

psis (Native)
% A native perennial that blooms in June-July; 1-3". Prior to the 20th Century, 85% of lowa was prairie. The

original trails settlers took across the state were lined with

& L LR L e N AT : colors from the native plants, and that feature is being
New England Aster (Native) Leadplant (Native) Blazingstar (Native) g?o",: inlu ed by thozlowzp ipartmeg;oflT@sportfatiop tod::y t
One of the largest asters (4'), it blooms in the ~ Shrubby perennial; silvery foliage and purple Leafy stem grows erect and unbranched; as will%tav:r?;tie:ril;tr;gdi:?::nce';:::?::e:rr(‘:laa;:??h::es
late summer and fall. flower spikes; blooms from late May to August; 3. | blooms from July until frost; 2°-5". plantings will provide a continuously changing display of color

as you drive through our state. To help you enjoy the ever
changing roadside scenery, this brochure shows you many of
the plants you will see, and gives you a little bit of information
about them.

In addition to the plantings done by the lowa Department of
Transportation, the department also encourages private
citizens and civic groups to establish and maintain plantings
on highway right of way. If you have any questions about this
brochure or want to acquire more, please call (515) 239-1768.

Discover Iowa’s
Roadside Flowering
Plants and Grasses

Canada Anemone (Native)

This dense low growing plant (1'-2" tall) has white
blooms that provide a stark contrast to the dark
green foliage from May to July.

Butterfly Milkweed

Black-eyed Susans provide a splash of yellow
color along U.S. 30 between Ames and
Nevada.

(Native)
Grows in clumps of brilliant orange flowers;
blooms June-September; 1-2".
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Black-eyed Susans (Native)

A short-lived plant; blooms from June to
October; 3.

Wild Bergamont (Native) Gravhead Coneflower (Native) Purple Coneflower (Native)

Also called Horsemint or Bee Balm; flowers from Erect perennial with yellow drooping petals;  Also known as Black Samson; blooms May to
July to September; 2°-3". blooms June through September; 3'-5'. July; 2'-3".

M\,
Wild Rose (Native)
Varieties range from single plants to woody
shrubs up to 4’ tall; red, 4" fruit, or hips, maintain
their color into the winter; the Prairie Rose is
the state flower of lowa. Blooms in June.

(Native)

Partridge Pea Culvers Root (Native)

. A showy annual wildflower; blooms From 2'-7" tall, this unique plant blooms from
; V. July th - June to September. . " ;
- . — n i : 5 y h'm”gdh Septombar; leaves fold Up Evening Primrose (Native)
Phlox (Native) Here, a showy stand of wild flowers was Prairie Smoke (Native) night and reopen during daylight; 2". Blooms from July through frost; each
T3\ Species range from 8" to 30”; blooms from f'agt‘?g agd '5[ beng‘r{aamtamed along the This highly unusual seed head looks like whiffs blossom lasts one day, opening abruptly in @\ 'owa Department
Recwied Paper :?&55‘002? ::;‘1- - April through October. oadside Dy a local civic group. of smoke 6"-16” above the ground; blooms May late afternoon to dusk; normally less than 4' % of Transportation
through June. tall, but can grow as high as 6'.

Over 150 years ago 85% of lowa was covered by
tall grass prairie and savannahs. The remaining
15% (gray areas on the map) was covered by
forested areas. Much of the pre-settlement native
vegetation is now lost. The Living Roadway Trust
Fund serves as one way to preserve and restore
our lost vegetation.
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Prairie Cord Grass (Native)
Ranging in height from 4'-10’, this dense sod
former is found in wet heavy soils.

1 Porcupine Grass (Native)

Also called Needle Grass, this 1'-4" tall grass is
% unique because its seeds, through alternate
wetting and drying action, will “screw”
themselves into the ground.

Chicory

This spindly pale-blue flowering plant that
blooms from June-Oct. is commonly found
growing adjacent to the edge of the road.

Big Bluestem (Native)

A biennial that flowers the second year from June Also called Turkey Foot; leaves are green with a
' to late summer; flower stalks that brown after bluish cast; grows to 8' tall; it has a beautiful
curing often remain the following year; 2'-8". . reddish-bronze fall color.

Mullein
Cattails (Native)
Found in wet, poorly drained soils.
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Y 1

Y and Hairy Vetch) helping maintain the grasses’
{wa/ - health and vigor, as shown by the rich green

colors.

The Living Roadway Trust Fund
was established by the lowa
Legislature to grant monies to
counties, cities and the state for
planting on rights of way, and to
increase public awareness of
lowa's native plant heritage. For
more information call (515) 239-
1768.

Yarrow (Native)

Perennial with tiny white flowers in tight flat
heads; blooms June through frost; 2.

Indiangrass (Native)
RS [ 187 Golden, plume-like head in September; 3'-8".
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Canada Wild Rye (Native)

This 2'-5' tall grass differs from most of lowa's
§ native grasses in that it grows predominantly
¥ during the cool seasons of spring and fall.
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commitment to our

environment includes a yearly

expenditure for planting trees

and shrubs on state rights of way.

This commitment is in addition to ! : ; _ ;

the usual DOT roadside planting i - o

projects. For more information call Little Bluestem (Native)

(515) 239-1424. This relative of Big Bluestem grows to a height

of 1°-3" and provides a reddish-brown fall color

)wf /A background for its silvery seed heads.

The lowa DOT's I{b%n-? J}:
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Ox-eye Daisy
Blooms from June through August; white

petals surround a yellow disk depressed in the
center; blooms are 1”-2” in diameter; 1-3".
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¥, Sunflowers (Native)

¢ Although one species is considered a noxious
- weed, most sunflowers provide desirable late
summer color to the roadsides.

The bronzes and browns of Bluestem,
Switchgrass, and Fescue act as a backdrop to
the showy heads of Indiangrass along |-80 in

southwest lowa.
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Ironweed (Native)
A brilliantly colored late-summer/fall blooming
plant, Ironweed grows from 2°-5 tall.
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Crownvetch
White/pink/lavender flowers; blooms from late .. -
May through August. ;

ADOPT A HIGUWAY )

LITTER REMOAL
NEXT Z MILES
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Sponsorship programs allow groups to select a

¢ portion of right of way for removal of litter and/or
to plant trees, shrubs, wildflowers and grasses.
For more information about these programs call

Swamp Milkweed (Native)

Pale pink to rose-purple flowers bloom in July (515) 239-1396. N/ ST AY 4 " ot S
. and August: found in moist soils throughout the . : %
A state; grows up to 5' tall. Sideoats Grama (Native) Yellow Goatsbeard Reed : % 3
I. - ) i : The distinctive SEEding characteristic of this 1'- Also known as Salsify or Oysterplant; ye”ow Suited for wetland, stream banks, dikes, etc. E . = ‘ { ‘ :.\
Switchgrass (Native) I 3'tall grass makes it easily identifiable. Thisgrass  flowers that close at midday; seedhead is a to furnish food, cover, and nesting material for Daisy Fleabane (Native) P — ‘S Native)
A sod forming perennial which grows from 3'- ‘& gf Transgortation is usually found in drier sites, rocky areas, and  |arge white puffball similar to its smaller puddle ducks, geese and upland game birds. Blooms from May to October; %" flowers differ rairie Sage (Native .
6’ tall, this deep rootec grass has been widely -— steep slopes. relative, the common lawn dandelion; 1°-3". from asters in that the rays are the same width Noted for its silvery foliage, this plant can grow

used in roadside seeding since the 1950s. along their entire length; 5. up to heights of 40",



